
From: Berglund, Jeff
To: Deibert, Pat
Cc: Scott Larson; Terry Quesinberry; Kevin Shelley; Jodi Bush
Subject: Re: GRSG BUFFER ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE CHANGE - Dec. 10
Date: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 9:45:23 AM
Attachments: USGS BUFFER COMPARISONS RM - MT FO FINAL.docx

Hi Pat - here's the final MT version.  Thanks,

Jeff

On Tue, Dec 9, 2014 at 3:51 PM, Deibert, Pat <pat_deibert@fws.gov> wrote:

Hey everyone -

The due date for buffers has been accelerated - to  noon TOMORROW.  My
apologies (and feel free to shoot the messenger).  Anything you can do to meet
this deadline will be greatly appreciated.

Pat
-- 
Pat Deibert, PhD
Certified Wildlife Biologist® 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
5353 Yellowstone Road, Suite 308A
Cheyenne, WY  82009
307-772-2374, ext. 226

got leks?

-- 
Jeff Berglund
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Montana Field Office
585 Shepard Way, Suite 1
Helena, MT  59601
(406) 449-5225, ext. 206
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		USGS CATAGORY

		LITERATURE RANGE

		INTERPRETED RANGE

		ND/SD

		MT

		CO

		WY



		SURFACE DISTURBANCE



		2.00 – 12.4 miles

		3.00 – 5.00 miles

		[bookmark: _GoBack] 

		GSG habitat within 6.2 mi of the highest density leks (at the 25% population quartile) was included in core habitat (PHMA) mapping.  Surface disturbance cap (3% anthro. & 2% fire/ag.) applies to all projects in PHMA. All discretionary actions are subject to GSG screening criteria1 and conservation measures2,4 that require compliance with GSG objectives3,4 for PHMA, GH, and restoration areas (RAs). Conservation measures2,4 are to include 2014 USGS lek buffer report ranges for corresponding categories.

		

		



		LINEAR FEATURES

(roads)

		0.25 – 11.2 miles

		3.10 – 5.00 miles

		 

		Measures listed above under Surface Disturbance plus: Travel limited to existing roads and trails until TM planning is completed.  PHMA and 3/4 RAs are avoidance for all new ROW. GH is avoidance for new major ROW. 

		

		



		ENERGY DEVELOPMENT

(facilities, wells, wind turbines*)

		2.00 – 12.4 miles

		3.10 – 5.00 miles

		

		Measures listed above under Surface Disturbance plus: PHMA and 2/4 RAs are NSO for new O&G development4; All PHMA and RAs are exclusion for wind and solar.  GH is 0.6-mi NSO and 2-mi seasonal CSU (nesting and winter) for new O&G development; avoidance for wind and solar.  

		

		



		TALL STRUCTURES

(wind turbines, cell towers, telephone & electrical lines and towers, light poles)

		0.60 – 11.2 miles

		2.00 – 5.00 miles

		

		Measures listed above under Surface Disturbance plus: PHMA and all RAs are exclusion for wind development; PHMA and 3/4 RAs are avoidance for all new ROW.  GH is avoidance for wind development and new major ROW. 

		

		



		LOW STRUCTURES

(fences)

		0.12 – 3.20 miles

		1.20 – 3.20 miles

		

		Measures listed above under Surface Disturbance plus: PHMA and 3/4 RAs are avoidance for all new ROW. GH is avoidance for new major ROW.  

		

		



		ACTIVITIES

(noise)

		0.25 – 3.00 miles

		0.25 – 3.00 miles

		

		Measures listed above under Surface Disturbance; list of potential conservation measures2,4 will include 10db noise limitation (above ambient) at lek edge.

		

		





Rocky Mountain Region - Comparison of Plan Lek Buffers to USGS Recommended Buffers

* wind turbines discussed primarily in tall structures; 1Currently under FWS RO review; 2FWS has not received/reviewed proposed final conservation measures; 3FWS has not received/reviewed proposed final GRSG objectives for PHMA, GH or RAs.  4Current FWS understanding based on 12/4/14 discussion with BLM.



		

		Meets or exceeds USGS recommendation



		

		Probably meets intent of USGS recommendation, but a different scale and/or combination of measures is used 



		

		Does not meet USGS recommendation














